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Presentation Notes
Good (morning, afternoon, evening). My name is (name here).  I am (title, organization, background).

I am pleased to be here today to speak to you about a very serious problem in our country and in our area – home fires. But I don’t just want to talk to you about the problem. I want to talk to you about the solution.




Today we’re going to talk about… 

• The fire problem in the United States 
• What can you do to help? 

− Smoke Alarms 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today we have a lot of ground to cover. Here is what we’ll be talking about: 

First, the fire problem. We’re going to look at some statistics that show the real danger of fire for you and your family. We’ll also talk about what you can do to help, specifically about steps you can take to make sure your family is safe by having working smoke alarms in your home.




What does this mean for you? 

Home fires are more likely to occur: 
• When you are asleep 

−Between hours of 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. 

 
Smoke alarms save lives! 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So what does this mean for me and you?
�Home fire deaths are more likely to occur when you’re asleep. Why? Because the majority of home fire deaths occur in homes without working smoke alarms. Notice that I didn’t say “without smoke alarms.” I said “without working smoke alarms.” Many homes have smoke alarms that have not been tested and that don’t work. An non-working smoke alarm will do you no good at 3 a.m. to warn you about a fire in your home.



The fire problem in the  
United States 

• 81% of fire deaths occur in the home 
• Each year: 

– 365,500 home fires reported 
– 2,560 deaths 
– 13,275 injuries 
– $6.6 billion in property loss 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As firefighters, our job is to protect you and your family from the threat of fire in your home. You may be surprised how real the fire threat is. According to the U.S. Fire Administration, 81 percent of all fire deaths – that’s 8 out of 10 – and 3 out of every 4 fire injuries occurred in the home. 

Each year, there are an estimated:
365,500 home fires reported to U.S. fire departments
2,560 deaths resulting from fires in the home
13,275 injuries are reported by people inside their homes due to fire
And finally, $6.6 billion in property loss from fire, smoke and water damage due to fire




The fire problem in our community 

• (Include statistics and examples of the fire 
problem in this community.) 



What can you do? 

• Our role as firefighters 
– Control the fire once it happens 

• Everyone’s role 
– Prevent fires before they happen  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As firefighters, our job is to do our best to keep you safe. But fire is everyone’s fight.  We all have a responsibility to do our part in preventing home fires.

There are things we ALL can do to make our homes and families safer.

(Name of your organization) has joined the U.S. Fire Administration and hundreds of other fire departments around the country in Fire is Everyone’s Fight™.

Fire is Everyone’s Fight™ is a call to action for fire departments, fire organizations and the public to work together to reduce the number of home fires, home fire injuries and home fire deaths in the United States.

The fire service works to handle fires once they occur. But we all can do our part to prevent fires from happening in the first place. We would like to just share a few simple messages about fire prevention and safety, and ask you to share those messages with your friends and family.




The danger of smoke  

• 8 out of 10 people die from breathing in the 
poisonous smoke than from the flames 

• Smoke will put you into a deeper sleep 
 

Smoke alarms save lives!  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Approximately 8 out of 10 people die from breathing in the poisonous smoke than from the flames. 

What you must remember is that smoke will put you into a deeper sleep.  

Without a smoke alarm to wake you up, you might not get out in time.




What is flashover? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Has anyone ever heard of flashover? 

It's when a fire in a room is so superheated, everything bursts into flames. This generates energy to force the deadly smoke out of the room where the fire began and sends it charging throughout the home.  

Thirty years ago, it could take as long as 30 or more minutes for a fire to reach flashover...



Takes less than 3 minutes! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
But today's homes are built differently and are filled with plastic materials and things that burn much hotter and faster. New research shows it takes as little as THREE MINUTES for a fire to reach flashover in today's environment.

That’s the bad news. The good news is that there are steps you can take to get out of your house in time. One of the most important steps is having working smoke alarms.




Smoke alarms 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Put smoke alarms in your home to keep your family safe.

Smoke is poisonous. It can kill you. 

Smoke alarms make a loud noise when there is smoke in your home.

Smoke alarms wake you up if you are sleeping. 

Put a smoke alarm on every level of your home and outside each sleeping area. Put a smoke alarm inside every bedroom.

Smoke goes up. Put smoke alarms on the ceiling or high on the wall.




Make sure smoke alarms work 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make sure your smoke alarms work.

Your family is not safe if they can’t hear the smoke alarms. 

Test your smoke alarms. Push the test button. You will hear a loud noise. If you don’t hear the noise, you need a new battery or a new alarm. Fix this immediately.

Make sure the smoke alarm always has a good battery. Most alarms will need a new battery every year.

Smoke alarms with long-life batteries will work for up to 10 years. You do not change the battery. 

Smoke alarms do not last forever. Get new smoke alarms every 10 years.




Know what to do 

• What do you do if your smoke alarm makes a 
loud noise? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When you hear a smoke alarm, you have about three minutes to get everyone outside and safe. 
 	
Tell your family what to do if they hear the smoke alarm. 

Make an escape plan so everyone knows how to get out fast.



Pick a meeting place 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pick a meeting place outside of your home where everyone will meet. 



Practice home escape plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Practice your home escape plan with everyone in your family two times each year by having Family Fire Drills. 
 
Use your escape plan if there is a fire.
 
Go to your outside meeting place immediately.  
 
Call 9-1-1 or the fire department from outside using your cell phone, if you can grab it fast on your way out. Or, go to a neighbor's house and call the fire department from there. 
 
Never go back inside a burning building. 




Make a plan to wake up heavy 
sleepers 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some children and older adults cannot hear the smoke alarm when they are sleeping. 

Make a plan for how to wake them up and help them get out. 




Alert people who are deaf or  
hard of hearing  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are also smoke alarms available for people with hearing disabilities.  

These alarms may strobe and/or vibrate to alert people to a possible fire.



Discussion / Q&A 

• Questions for members of the fire and 
emergency services?  
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now, feel free to ask us any questions you may have about smoke alarms or fire safety and prevention.

(NOTE:  Allot approximately 10-15 minutes of time)  



For more information 

• Call (insert your phone number here) 
• Visit (Insert your web address here)  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For more information, please call (state your phone number).

Or, you can find us online at (state your website) .



Remember… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember… Fire is Everyone’s Fight™.



Thank you!  

 
 

  
(Organization Logo) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for this opportunity. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to call.  
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